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83% of Minneapolis 
and Saint Paul 
zip codes. 

MacPhail 
now serves 
students in 

Your support this past year helped MacPhail reach 
more people, remove obstacles to access, and inspire 
lifelong learning. Your generosity has fueled scholarships, 
financial assistance, tuition-free programming, innovative 
programs, and partnerships that ensure every student—
regardless of age, background, or ability—has access to 
the life-changing power of music.

Dear MacPhail Community,

MacPhail’s powerful vision to transform lives and 
strengthen communities was on full display in fiscal 
year 2024, a year of continuity and new beginnings 
as we ushered in a new chapter of leadership.

Thanks to the generosity of donors and partners 
like you, we brought the joy and power of music 
to 15,000 students across the Minneapolis/St. 
Paul metro area and throughout Minnesota and 
Wisconsin. From bustling city neighborhoods to 
close-knit communities, MacPhail reached students 
in 83% of Twin Cities zip codes and half of the 
counties in the state.

More than 6,000 of these students participated 
because of financial assistance or partnership 
subsidies—a tremendous 33% increase over the past 
two years. Behind each number is a young person 
discovering their voice, building confidence, and 
experiencing the magic of music, all made possible 
by the support of our donors and partners. Thank 
you for ensuring that every student, regardless of 
circumstances, has the opportunity to learn, grow, 
and shine through music.

After 13 years as CEO, Kyle Carpenter retired, and on 
July 1, 2025, the transition to new leadership began. 
Kyle leaves a remarkable legacy as a champion 
for MacPhail. He played a significant role in 
expanding access to music education and ensuring 
that financial barriers never stand in the way of a 

42OF 87 
COUNTIES

in Minnesota are receiving 
MacPhail programming

33%
In 2023,

more students received 
financial assistance 
than in 2021.

6,720 
In the last 3 years, 

K-12 students have 
received no-cost music 
education from MacPhail 
reflecting their background, 
cultures, and interests.

THE POWER OF YOUR SUPPORT:

TRANSFORMING LIVES 
THROUGH MUSIC

48%

In the last 
two years, we 
increased 
the amount 
of financial 
assistance 
available by

student’s musical journey. His leadership has been a 
guiding light, and we are grateful for his vision and 
dedication.

Looking ahead, we are committed to building on 
this momentum—listening to and learning from 
our community, expanding access, and ensuring 
that every program we offer is relevant and 
transformative. Our extraordinary teaching artists, 
whose passion and expertise are our core strength, 
continue to shape the future of MacPhail.

Thank you again for your ongoing support and 
partnership. Because of you, music continues to 
uplift, inspire, and bring people together. Music is a 
vital force in our community, and your commitment 
ensures that every note played and every voice 
raised contributes to a more vibrant, connected 
community—one where music is not just heard,  
but truly felt.

With gratitude and excitement for the future,

Paul Babcock
CEO, MacPhail 
 Center for Music

Hudie Broughton
Board Chair, MacPhail 
Center for Music



This fiscal year, we launched MacPhail Presents!  
– a pay-what-you-can model for our student and 
faculty spotlights and performances, designed 
to make the magic of music more accessible 
to our entire community. These unforgettable 
performances included dynamic events like Salsa 
del Soul, where the audience was up on their feet, 
dancing and celebrating together, and a thrilling 
live-recording session showcasing MacPhail’s 
Global Music Initiative, the 29:11 International 
Exchange Artists-in-Residence, Suzuki strings 
students, and local musicians. This unique event 
spotlighted the power of jazz and the art of 
collaborative music-making.

We also had the privilege of hosting donors at our 
fundraising events, including the impactful Music 
Matters Luncheon and the enchanting Midsummer 
Night Music fundraiser in Bayfield, WI, in support of 
the Madeline Island Chamber Music program.

MACPHAIL PRESENTS LAUNCHES TO 
SPOTLIGHT EXTRAORDINARY TALENT

This past year, MacPhail added 
teaching artist Shonte Carter 
to the roster of Project Amplify, 
a program to bring no-cost 
residencies by artists from 
diverse cultural backgrounds to 
Title 1 and Greater Minnesota 
K-12 schools. Carter is an expert 
in the show style drumline of 
Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities (HBCU). The offering 
was a huge hit, with Marcy 
Arts Elementary, Ascension 
Catholic School, and Minneapolis 
South High quickly booking 
residencies.

“At first kids may think this 
style is too hard to learn, but 
I tell them to give their best 
effort, have good focus, and 

CONNECTING 
THROUGH 
MUSIC: 
STORIES OF 
IMPACT

When sixth grader Anna and her family moved to 
Minnesota from Ukraine in June 2022, she brought 
with her a remarkable talent for piano. After moving, 
continuing lessons became a challenge. “I continued 
to study online with my teacher, but due to the time 
difference and constant shelling of Ukraine, it was 
almost impossible,” says Anna.

It was then that family friends recommended Dr. 
Julia Elkina, piano faculty at MacPhail. “From the 
first days of working with Julia, I felt her 100% 
involvement in the process of my learning. She helps 
me find balance and develop my skills quickly. There 
is complete understanding and trust between us,” 
Anna shares.

In just two years, Anna has achieved remarkable 
success, winning first place in two categories at 
the 2024 International Piano Competition Carmel 
Klavier and earning a spot in MacPhail’s Concerto 
and Aria competition, where she performed with 
a full orchestra. “MacPhail, knowing about our 
difficulties, including financial ones, provided 
financial assistance for my studies, without which my 
lessons would not have been possible,” Anna says. 
“I appreciate that MacPhail gives me a chance to 
realize my dream.”

Claire Miller’s musical journey 
began at age 4 when she and 
her sister started on violin in the 
Suzuki program at MacPhail, soon 
after adding piano. “I always knew 
I wanted to teach Suzuki because 
it worked so well for me. My sister 
and I are different learners, but the 
method worked for both of us,” 
she said. “MacPhail has one of the 

strongest Suzuki programs, so it 
felt right to teach here.”

Claire’s connection to MacPhail 
runs deep—her mom took 
lessons and attended both Claire 
and her sister’s lessons until 
they graduated.  “It’s rewarding 
to teach concepts I learned 
as a student, and it’s a unique 
perspective to approach teaching 
after having been through 
the method at MacPhail,” she 
explained. “Our students are 
gaining much more than just 
instrumental skills, some of my 
best friends are from MacPhail!” 

Recently, Claire was promoted 
to Suzuki Department Manager, 
solidifying her role as a pillar of 
teaching excellence at MacPhail. 
Teaching excellence was a 
commitment of the recent Up 
Tempo! campaign, and thanks to 
donor support we continue 
to grow and develop our 
outstanding faculty.

MACPHAIL THROUGH AND 
THROUGH: CLAIRE MILLER 
EXEMPLIFIES TEACHING 
EXCELLENCE

From inspiring students 
to exceptional educators, 
MacPhail fosters community, 
excellence, and opportunity 
through music.

listen attentively, and that 
works,” says Carter.  “HBCU 
show style drumline builds 
culture, confidence, identity, 
and belonging, plus it catapults 
opportunities for scholarships and 
careers, as it did for me.”

In addition to HBCU drumline, 
MacPhail’s K-12 artist residencies 
include beat boxing, Korean 
drumming, and West African 
drumming and dance. “Our goal 
is to bring talented professional 
musicians into classrooms to 
provide meaningful learning 
opportunities outside the 
classical canon,” says MacPhail 
Director of School Partnerships 
Elizabeth Winslow.

5 |    2024 Annual Report 4  |   2024 Annual Report 

NEW PROGRAM BUILDS STUDENT  
CONFIDENCE & IDENTITY

ANNA’S MUSICAL MASTERY 
AT MACPHAIL
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Net Tuition

Program 
Services

Fundraising

General and 
Administrative

Government 
Support

Community 
Partnership 
Revenue

Individual and 
Foundation 
Gifts

FISCAL YEAR-END 
OPERATING RESULTS
SEPTEMBER 1, 2023–AUGUST 31, 2024

SUSTAINING 
MACPHAIL’S 
FUTURE
MacPhail Center for Music is the fortunate 
beneficiary of several endowment funds.  
As of August 31, 2024, the value of the 
endowment funds for the benefit of 
MacPhail Center for Music was $14.4 
million, including $2.8 million for student 
scholarships. Our endowment is critically 
important for organizational strength 
and sustainability, providing funding to 
students who need support to access 
music education.

TOTAL OPERATING 
REVENUE

TOTAL OPERATING 
EXPENSE

51%

33%

7%

9%

76%

7%

17%

MacPhail Center
 for Music ended the 

fiscal year 2024 with $11.5 
million in total Operating Revenue. 
Your financial support is essential 

in enabling us to fulfill our mission 
to bring the power of music to our 

community.  

Complete audited financial statements for 
fiscal year 2024 and prior years can be 

found at macphail.org.

https://www.macphail.org/media-press/#2024


Conductor  
$25,000 + 

Anonymous
Michael and Jean Antonello
Margee and Will Bracken
Ellen* and Jan Breyer
Hudie and Sarah Broughton
Barbara Burwell
Ann and Bruce Christensen
Klerissa and John Church
Chip and Vicki Emery
Hazen and Kathy Graves
Estate of Arlene Hess
George and Mary Dee Hicks
Samuel & Sylvia Kaplan Fund of 	
    The Minneapolis Foundation
Richard and Lois* King
The Justin Kelly Foundation
Kathy and Allen Lenzmeier
Tom and Christine McEnery
Jerry Meigs and Julie Rupert
Kate and David Mortenson
Patty and David Murphy
Robert and Carolyn Nelson
Sita Ohanessian Revocable Trust
Rick and Suzanne Pepin
Terry Rasmussen and Jon  
    Trangsrud
Connie and Lewis Remele
Mary and Paul* Reyelts
RPB Family Foundation
Mahlon and Karen Schneider
James and Miriam Stake
Ken and Janet Talle
Marshall and Rachael Tokheim
Donna and Mike Wolsted
Margaret and Angus Wurtele        
    Family Foundation

Ensemble 
$10,000 - $24,999

Leslie and Alain Frecon
Penny Hunt
Ann and Terry Huntrods
Linda and Warren Mack
Caroline Marshall
Lisa Meyer and Sam Grabarski
Tom and Susan Moss
Marcia Page
Christopher and Jill Perrigo
John and Anne Tuthill Polta
Constance Pries
Nicholas and Gail Puzak
Patrick and Judy Sebranek

Special thanks to our fiscal year 2024 supporters

ENCORE SOCIETY

Chris and Judy Simpson
Katherine and Douglas Skor
Hilary and Jeffrey Smedsrud
Karen Sontag-Sattel
Peter Spokes
Karen Sternal and Lowell Pickett
Virginia and Edward Stringer
Betsy and Paul Von Kuster
Kate and Eric Whittington
Paige Winebarger

Concerto  
$5,000 - $9,999 

Eric and Jillian Anderson
Paul and Dianna Babcock
Karen Bachman
Barry Berg and Walter Tambor
Kathleen and Anthony Biebl
Sally and Maurice Blanks
Susan Boren and Steve King
Kate and Matt Cimino
Cy and Paula DeCosse
Lucas Detor and Elizabeth 
Schnepp Detor
Rosemary and David Good
The Grammie Jean Foundation
James T. Hale
Andrea and Robert Kircher
Diana and Kenneth Lewis
Wayne and Jan Lindberg
Michael Luger and Nancy Heim
Edward and Dawn Michael
Ellen A. Michelson
Karen Nelson
Lowell and Sonja Noteboom
William Z. Pentelovitch
Bonnie and Timothy Rietz
Sue Shepard
Jennine Speier
Susan Stabile and David Drueding
J.D. Steele
Mary Streitz
Sylvia Strobel and Walter 
    Lehmann
Josephine S. Trubek
Lynn and Carol Truesdell
Steven Wells and Jane Scallen

Aria 
$2,500 - $4,999 

Karin Birkeland and Lee R. Mitau
Ted and Carol Cushmore
Edith and Edwin Norberg Trust
Kate and Jack Helms

Joe and Jeanna Hinderer
John Junek
Jane and Brian Lavin
R.E. Swager Family Foundation
Steven Savitt and Gloria Kumagai
Ms. Kathryn Sedo and Mr. Scott 
    Beers
Emily Skor and Sean Cairncross
Buddy and Kim Snow - The
    Longview Foundation
Mary Lynn and Warren Staley
Nicole and Hanno Strydom

Chorus 
$1,000 - $2,499 

Mark and Connie Andrew
Woodbury and Cynthia Andrews
Susan and Paul Arneson
Martha Goldberg Aronson and
    Dan Aronson
Pat Bailey
Judson Bemis, Jr.
Mark and Ivy Bernhardson
Patrick Boria
Barbara Brin and John Beal
Felicity Britton and Tom Braun
Ann and David* Buran
Kathleen and Paul Campbell
Karen Canon and Thomas Haigh
Kyle and Shelley Carpenter
Kevin Carpenter and Joyce Lyons
Susan T. Chandler and Bruce
    McLellan
Bert and Suzie Colianni
Kathryn Cunningham
Maureen Curran
Joan Delich
Kendra Dickson
Beth and Kevin Dooley
John Drewitz
Melissa Duce
Michele and Jonathan Eisele
Tracy Elftmann
Jay Erstling and Rebecca
    “Pixie” Martin
Alexa Fang and Stephen Fang
Jeff Frank
Charles and Barbara Geer
Leland and Bev Gehrke
Rahoul Ghose and Lynne A. Bardy
Jon Haakenson
Alex Haecker and Erika Spande
Hancock Family Charitable Fund
The Lumabel Charitable Fund
Jaime M Hubbard

Dennis and Nora Hunchar
Mary Jelinek
John S. Winston Family Fund
Douglas Johnson
Mary Kemen
Dave and Robin Larkin
Dr. Nicholas F. LaRusso
Dr. Sidney and Dr. Lynne Levitsky
Elwin Loomis
Megan and Charlie Luke
Holly MacDonald and John
    Orbison
Mary and John March
Lee Mauk and Russ Bursch
Nancy McLean
Patricia McManus
Tim and Mary Miley
Lucy and Bob Mitchell
Jodi and Michael Mooney
Ruth Meany Murphy and Paul 
    Mohrbacher
David E. and Judy L. Myers
Kelly and Mike Palmer
Robin Petty
Jason Poirier and Joseph Holan
Catherine Rashid
Betty and John* Reichert
Charles and Susan Reinhart
Ken Rosenblum
Jeffrey K. Rowe
Kristyn Rupp
Barbara Salovich
Lisa Salzl and Scott Foote
Gale Sharpe
James and Antoinette Somerville
Karen S. Sonnenberg
Leon Steinberg and Sarah Kaplan
Julie Stewart
Susan and Howard Swartz
Jonathan Swartz and Wendy Chen
Taro and Julie Tanaka
Jean Thomson
Barbara Thorndike-Gensmer
Jen Tingley
Lica Tomizuka Sanborn and Ted
    Sanborn
Marcia K. Townley
Beth Turco and Barry Bremer
Christine and Josh Vander Hook
Karen Viskochil
Dobson West and Jane Haugen
    West

At MacPhail, we witness every day how music 
brings people together, opens doors, and creates 
opportunities that might not otherwise exist. None 
of this would be possible without the generosity of 
donors and funding partners like you.

Your support ensures that anyone who wants to 
grow through music has the opportunity to do 
so—through experiences of joy, connection, and 
community that only music can bring. Whether it’s 
a child taking their first lesson, a student receiving 

financial assistance, or a community partnership 
making music more accessible, your generosity 
makes it possible.

In this Annual Report, we are honored to recognize 
and celebrate those who make this work possible. 
Below is a list of our most generous donors and 
partners for Fiscal Year 2024 (September 1, 2023 - 
August 31, 2024). For a full list of supporters and 
ways to give, visit macphail.org.

HONORING OUR GENEROUS 
SUPPORTERS

TOGETHER IN MUSIC: 
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A special thanks to our 
supporters in fiscal year 2024

INSTITUTIONAL 
FUNDING
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Anonymous (4)
Jane Alexander
James Azarski and Nancy 
    Werner-Azarski
Karen Bachman
Ellen* and Jan Breyer
Ann and David* Buran
Dr. Thomas Stocks and Roma 
    Calatayud-Stocks
Nicky Benz Carpenter*
Ann Louise Charn*
Richard and Diane Crowl
Timothy De Prey and Scott Mork
Paula and Cy DeCosse
Elena Doria*
Edwards Memorial Trust
James E. Ericksen*
Eleanor S. Fenton*
Elizabeth Garber*
Joseph and Marjorie Grinnell
Richard and Dixie Grossman
The Estate of Marche Hewig
    Harris*
Paula Hirschoff and Charles
    Ludlam
Penelope Hunt
Mannie Jackson
Ronald Kalman
Mary Ann Kimball*

Anne Christensen
Anne Huntrods
Alexa Fang
Connie Pries
David Myers
Evan Everist

John Kaul
Kathleen Biebl
Linda Mack
Lowell Noteboom
Mary Streitz
Virginia Stringer

$50,000 +  
	
Clientek		
E.A. Michelson Philanthropy
The Hormel Foundation
Margaret A. Cargill Philanthropies
The McKnight Foundation
Minnesota Department of 
    Education		
Minnesota Department of Human
    Services		
Minnesota State Arts Board
Ruth A. and Raymond A. Reister   	
    Charitable Trust		
Thrivent Financial		

$25,000 - $49,999 	
	
3M		
Anonymous
Patrick and Aimee Butler Family
    Foundation		

$10,000 - $24,999 
	
Ameriprise Financial
Anna M. Heilmaier Charitable    
    Foundation
Art and Martha Kaemmer Fund of
    the HRK Foundation	
Best Buy		
C.H. Robinson Worldwide
    Foundation		
The Christensen Group IRI
The Curtis L. Carlson Family
    Foundation		
ECMC Foundation		
Ecolab		
Ecolab Foundation		
The George Family Foundation
The Longview Foundation	
MMC Consulting, Inc.	
Pace Woods Foundation	
Southeastern Minnesota Arts
    Council		
U.S. Bank Foundation	
Willard E. Smucker Foundation	
	
		

The William S. MacPhail Society celebrates 
donors who have included MacPhail 
Center for Music in their estate plans. 
Their vision and thoughtful generosity 
ensure that people of all ages, abilities, 
and circumstances will have access to 
exceptional music learning for generations 
to come.

WILLIAM S. 
MACPHAIL SOCIETY

MADELINE ISLAND 
CHAMBER MUSIC 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Richard and Lois* King
Mr. Ward B. Lewis*
Ken and Diana Lewis
Dawn Loven
Stuart L. MacPhail*
Patricia E. Maher*
Lee Mauk and Russ Bursch
William and Kristin McGrath
Gerald Meigs and Julie 
    Rupert
Taya Hirschoff Mergott
Elizabeth Myers*
Edith* and Edwin* Norberg
    Trust
Robert Nygren*
Brenda Olsen and Robert G.
    Olsen
Margaret Packer*
Rick and Suzanne Pepin
Kent D. Rahn
Ruth Reister*
Hilary K. and Jeffrey C.
    Smedsrud
Ida Summerlin*
Larry R. Wefring*
Warren and Karen Westphal
Donna and Mike Wolsted

*In Remembrance

$5,000 - $9,999 	
	
Athwin Foundation		
The Clinton Family Fund
The Elizabeth C. Quinlan
    Foundation		
GHR Foundation		
Kopp Family Foundation	
Mortenson Family
    Foundation	
SandCastle Foundation	
		
$2,500 - $4,999 	
	
Aspen Waste Systems, Inc.	
C.H. Robinson		
Charities Aid Foundation
    America	
Christopherson Advocates,
    LLC	
Creative Fundraising Advisors	
Doran Leadership Partners	
Dorsey & Whitney LLP	
The James Ford Bell
    Foundation	
M.A. Mortenson Company	
Medtronic		
Mutual of America		
Youthprise		
		
$1,000 - $2,499	
	
Blandin Foundation
David and Diane Lilly Peravid
    Foundation		
Dellwood Foundation	
Dering Pierson Group, LLC	
Faegre Drinker  Biddle & Reath
    LLP	
Familia Robinson Foundation	
Frauenshuh Companies	
Fredrikson & Byron
    Foundation	
Harris Companies		
Productivity, Inc.		
Ryan Companies		
Schmitt Music		
Viden		

This activity made possible by the voters of Minnesota through 
a Minnesota State Arts Board Operating Support grant, thanks to a 
legislative appropriation from the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund.

RUTH A AND RAYMOND A 
REISTER CHARITABLE TRUST

http://www.arts.state.mn.us/index.htm


Margaret (Margee) 
Bracken+

Arts Education Advocate

Klerissa Church
Human Resources 

Consultant

Evan Everist
Dorsey & Whitney, Partner

Alexa Fang
Aspen Waste Systems, 

President

Rahoul Ghose
EMCM Group, Chief 
Information Officer

Natalia R. Hernández
Breck School,  

Head of School

Joseph Hinderer
Ascent Private Capital 

Management of U. S. Bank, 
Senior Vice President 

and Managing Director, 
Investments

Justin Kelly
Winslow Capital, CEO

Syntyche Koumaglo
Cummins Inc., Senior 

Technical Training 
Developer

Linda Mack
Star Tribune, Architecture 

Critic (retired)

Patty Murphy+
Community Volunteer

William Z. Pentelovitch
Maslon LLP, Of Counsel

Mary Cate Peris
McKinsey & Company, 

Associate Partner, Director

Christopher Perrigo
PwC, Partner

Lowell Pickett
Dakota Jazz Club and 
Restaurant, Co-owner

Paul C. Reyelts*
Valspar, CFO; Friends of the 

Lock & Dam, President

Hilary Smedsrud
Communications 

Consultant (retired)

Peter R. Spokes+
Wells Fargo Corporation, 
Vice President (retired); 
Community Volunteer

Sylvia Strobel
Twin Cities PBS,  
President & CEO 

Nicole Strydom
C.H. Robinson,  

Deputy General  
Counsel & Assistant 
Corporate Secretary

Dianne Thomas
School Administration, 

Education, Psychology and 
Mental Health Specialist 
(retired); DEI Facilitator 

Reverend Carl Walker
Morning Star Missionary 

Baptist Church,  
Pastor Emeritus

Anne Yoder
Minnesota Chamber of 

Commerce, Senior Director 
of Communications 

 & Marketing

+ Lifetime member
* In remembrance

Kate Whittington
Board Chair

Quantum Metric, 
Chief Customer Officer

Hudie Broughton
Vice Chair

Merrill Lynch, Managing Director, 
Wealth Management, Senior 

Portfolio Manager

Kyle Carpenter
Chief Executive Officer

MacPhail Center 
 for Music

Marshall Tokheim
Secretary

Ecolab, Vice President,  
Process Orchestration and AI

Chip Emery
Treasurer

Retired, Supply  
Chain Services, CEO

(September 1, 2023 - August 31, 2024)
BOARD OF DIRECTORS


